PESTICIDE USE REPORTING: A TOOL FOR RESEARCH, REGULATORY AGENCIES AND COMMUNITIES

Pesticide use information is the necessary foundation for all aspects of pesticide regulation, health risk reduction, environmental protection, and pest control research. Accurate and detailed pesticide use information, such as the amount and identity of pesticide applied at a particular location on a certain date and the identity of the target pest, can be enormously useful in epidemiological studies, ground and surface water protection and strategic integrated pest management. While there is no national pesticide use reporting system in place in the U.S., a number of both governmental, commercial and non-governmental organizations provide estimates of pesticide use based on statistical sampling methods and/or survey data. Several states go further, by collecting actual use information. Several European Union Member States require some pesticide use reporting by farmers, but the data are not generally available to the public. The state of California is unique with its long history of “full” pesticide use reporting (PUR). This presentation will compare and contrast the two methods of data collection— estimation and use reporting— in their ability to meet the need to know more about the distribution of pesticides in the environment, and provide examples of existing and potential applications of pesticide use information in health and environmental protection.
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